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     When I first came to Gippsland, no seer could foretell

     That the light-tapping axe rang the forests’ deathknell
                                         - W. W. Johnstone (1917)

Before white settlement the area known as South Gippsland 

was a great forest of soaring alpine ash and impenetrable scrub.  

By 1900, only fifty years after the first settlers had arrived, 

the whole forest was gone.  Moved by the immensity and speed 

of this loss, Kynan Sutherland has painted a suite of lamentations 

for what will never be seen again.

Kynan’s paintings are visual poems, synthesising European, 

East Asian and Aboriginal perspectives on place.  They employ 

only the simplest materials - raw canvas, white paint and pencil – 

to draw the viewer deep into the country’s mysterious heart.  

Kynan’s paintings are clear and fragile, timeless and still, and 

encourage the viewer to move within the landscape, not over 

or around it.  They function like maps, flags, or emblems of place 

to present us with an unforgettable way of seeing what is no 

longer there.

Lamentations – New Paintings from South Gippsland is Kynan’s 

fourth solo exhibition.  Included in the exhibition will be a set of 

panoramas on giant colonial saws, plus a limited edition poetry 

launch of Kynan’s seventh book of poetry, “Retrospect” - a poignant 

history of South Gippsland as told by the very people who cut it down.

